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INTRODUCTION

Fromthebeginning oftime prayerhasbeenthevital link between Godand man. Adamand Eveininitially enjoyed
intimate, face-to-face fellowship, but after they disobeyed God, their fellowship with Him was broken. Still, human
hearts longed for fellowship with their Creator. Adam’s and Eve’s son Seth established the precedent and priority of
prayer for all those who believe in the One True God.

Thispattern continued throughout the Old Testamentamong menand women of faith. Noah spoke with God and
“didaccordingtoallthatthe Lordhad commanded him " (Genesis7:5). Abrahamand Isaacwere menofprayer
(Genesis20:17;25:21),andJobwassothoroughlyacquaintedwith Godthatevengreatpersonal lossdid notcause
him to doubt nor curse God (Job 2:10).

Hannahpleadedwith God forason,and prayedwithheartfeltthanksgivingwhen Heanswered her prayer (1 Samuel
1:11;2:1-10). Nehemiahwasdriventogive upasignificant career because of his prayer relationship with God
(Nehemiah2:5),and Estherand Daniel puttheirvery livesonthe linebecause of prayer (Esther 4:16; Daniel 6:10).
We cannot read about the saints of old without being struck by their prayerful communion with God!

This same lifestyle of prayer continued in the life of Christ (Mark 1:35; John 17; Matthew 26:36-46), the apostles
(Acts 1:14), Stephen (Acts 7:60), Peter (Acts 9:40), Paul (Acts 9:11; 1 Timothy 2:1-4), James (James 5:16), John
(Revelation 1:10-11), and many others.

Martin Lutheroncesaid, “TobeaChristianwithoutprayerisno morepossiblethantobealivewithoutbreathing."
Foryourchurchtoremainhealthy, alive, and vibrant for the Kingdom of God, prayerisnon-negotiable. Itisour
prayerthat thisguide will help you and your church begin, or continue, the journey to revitalization through
whatever method God chooses as He enlightens you during this prayer journey.

The following pages of Scriptures, guiding thoughts, and suggested prayers are designed to help you move through
sevencritical dimensionsofpersonaland congregational renewal thatwillstrengthenandbuild therevitalization
effort, as you bathe each one in prayer:

1) Searching My Own Heart (Days 1-5)

2) Rebuilding Trust in God’s Word (Days 6-10)

3) Honoring Christ’s Lordship (Days 11-15)

4) Resolving Our Differences (Days 16-19)

5) Following Kingdom Leaders (Days 20-26)

6) Re-Establishing Jesus’ Priorities (Days 27-33)

7) Patiently Awaiting Transformation (Days 34-40)

As you read, reflect, and pray, please feel free to add other Spirit-breathed insights to your praying.

(All Scripture quotations are from the New American Standard translation, unless otherwise noted)




DAY ONE

The Gospel of Mark carriesthetone of urgency from hisfirstwords. “Thebeginning ofthe gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God... make ready the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.” (Mark 1:1,3)

DO YOU FEEL THE URGENCY?

Whilemany factorshave contributedtoyour church’s currentcondition, you cannottreatthesituationwith“kid
gloves,” as though your church’s assignment is dispensable.

Your community needs a healthy, vibrant, growing church; the lost people around you need a compassionate, Spirit-
led, Great Commission church; and your fellow church members need the warmth, love, hope, and nurture ofa
faithfully Christ-centered, sacrificial fellowship. It’stime to make ready the way of the Lord; to make His paths
straight!

ReadMark 1. Underlinehow manytimestheword “immediately” (NASB; ESV), or “atonce”or “without delay” (NIV), or
“straightway” (KJV), appears. Shouldn 't this urgency compel you and your church to embrace the revitalization process sooner
rather than later?

PRAY ...

Father, I realize the complete revitalization of Your church depends on my willingness to “make ready Your way ”now.
Jesus, thisisyourchurch, I surrender ittoyou; and | invite you to change me in every way necessary to make Your
churchahealthy, vibrant, Kingdom-focused people fully living YOURWAY! Jesus, | “repentandbelievethe gospel ”
(Mark1:15). Now is Yourtime, Jesus! Have Yourway!! Usemeas Yourinstrument. InJesus’ Name. Amen.




DAY TWO

Read Luke 10:38-42

PRECONCEIVED IDEAS

This picture is my preconceived idea of what an
ideal life would be — Smokey mountain back-
drop, lush farmland, white-frame, two-story
house with an old-fashioned wooden barn
(should be red instead of white). Dreams. Ideas.
Not necessarily God’s.

HOW ABOUT YOU?

Itseemseachgenerationhastheirown ideasaboutwhatthe churchshoulddo, how itshould behave, whatsongsto
sing,andwhatchurchbuildings should look like, to name just a few areas of strong opinion. Areyouwillingto
surrenderyourownideasinordertoseeyourchurchflourishonce againingospel growth, community impact,and
Kingdomadvance? Orare you worried and bothered about the potential that things as you have always known
them might change if you embrace revitalization?

Marthaloved Jesus and eagerly welcomed Himinto theirhome, butshe wasn’ttoo happy with her sister Mary.
Marywassitting atthe Lord’s feetwhile Marthawas distracted with all the household responsibilities. She
demanded that Jesus do something aboutit, butJesus’s response tellsusalotabout the things that cause ustobe
worriedandbothered. Unfortunately, thosethingsare usually thewrong priority. Jesusisthepriority; making
much of Him is the objective of vibrant churches.

PRAY...

Lord Jesus, | confess that | am often worried and bothered about nonessential things instead of keeping my
attention fixed on You. Build anew perspective in my heart and mind that longs for spiritual life in our church
regardlessofwhatsongswesing, thetypeof chairswesitin, orthekind ofbuilding we have. Please dowhatever it
takesto breathe life into us again for the glory of Your Name alone. lask itin Your strong Name, Amen.




DAY THREE

FEAR OR FAITH?
Read Mark 4:35-41

GoingonajourneywithJesusisnotaguaranteeforatrouble-free,uneventfuladventure. JustaskHisdisciples. He
invited themto cross the Seaof Galilee, and they gladly headed to the privacy of the other shore. Before long,
however, Jesus’ kind invitation turned into a nightmare of a storm.

Wherewas Jesus? Asleep. Heunderstood where they were going and how they would fare on the journey. The
disciples didn’t, so they panicked. When their fear-filled pleas woke Him, Jesus stilled the sea and cautioned the men
never to doubt what God is doing even in a storm.

The journey of revitalization will bring some stormy moments of fear. Will you gladly trust Jesus when things seem
upside down or inside out? Will you choose fear or faith?

PRAY...

Sovereign God, Iknowinmyheadthatyouhave createdallthingsandinyouall thingshold together (Col. 1:16-17).
Stillthereare so many things that I do notknow or understand, so 1 am pleading with You, our Great, Magnificent,
All-Powerful God, to calm my fears as we seek your restoring, revitalizing work in our fellowship. Keep my heartand
mind at peace in Jesus, in whose Name | pray. Amen.
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DAY FOUR

Ofcourse,Mark’sgospelaccountisnottheonlyplaceinthe New Testamentwhereinasenseofurgencyisportrayed.
John’s gospel records words of urgency directly from Jesus” mouth. “We must work the works of Himwho sent Me as
long as it is day; night is coming when no one can work ” (John 9:4).

Read John 9:1-12. Jesus healed the man who had been born blind in order to display the works of God through the man ’s life.
Listthreethingsherethatwould display theworks of Godinyour communityifyour church pursues, and experiences,
revitalization:

1

2)
3)

THE UNKNOWNS

Didyounoticethethingsthatwere unknown by the participantsinJohn’saccount of the blind man’s healing? His
disciplesdidn’tknowwhy the manhad beenbornblind. No one knewhow clay couldbringsighttoblindeyes. The
blind man’s neighbors did not know how the blind man came to have sight. The blind man did not know where
Jesus had gone after Jesus had healed him.

Everysituation hasunknown factors. Generally, we don’tlike havingunknown factorsbecause we liketohave
everything under our control. But in the work of revitalization you will encounter unexpected unknowns for which
you couldnotplan. Whatwill you dowiththem? Willyoubewilling, justlike the participants inthe blind man’s
healing, totrusteverydetail to Jesus? Areyoureadytoentrustall the unknown factorsintherevitalization of your
church to His sovereign rule?

PRAY ...

LordJesus, Imustadmitthatthewholebusinessofrevitalizingourchurch issomewhatfrightening. Therearemany
unknowns. Yet, itisalso exciting to think aboutthe lives thatwill be changed and the influence we canhave once
againinourcommunity forthe sake ofthe Gospel! Still, Lord, lamsuretherewill bethingsaboutthisrevitalization
thatwill be uncomfortable for me personally; things that will be out of my control. 1wantto say with all my heart
today that-- I trust You! Youspoke everythingintoexistence! You are the substancebywhichallthingsare held
together! Ibelieve Youwillgloriously handleall theunknownsthatcomeintoplay inthe completerevitalization of
our church. ltrust Youtodoit! InJesus’ Name, Amen.
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DAY FIVE

Read Psalm 111

A PRAYER OF PRAISE...

Now, join the Psalmist in praising and thanking God for His goodness, Hisworks, His righteousness, His gifts, His power,
His redemption, and His covenant. Write words of praise below:

Lord, Ipraiseyouforyour...

A PLACE FOR PRAISE

Youcanprobably rememberwhen, inanearlier day, there was ageneral sense of excitementamong your fellow
churchmembers; atimewhenthe place of worshipwas filled with the praisesof God’s people. Thatis God’sintent
forthegathering place of His people. ThatiswhatJesus expected to find when He entered the Templein the First
Century. “Itis written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’.. have you never read, ‘Out of the mouth of infants and
nursingbabies Youhave prepared praisefor Yourself?’” (Matthew21:13, 16). Prayer. Praise. InHishouse. AmongHis
people. Can it begin again withyou?

PRAY...

Father, 1 can rememberwhenwe gathered with people on our church campuswith excitementabout You, Your
goodness,grace, mercyandlove. Irememberwhenwefilled ourgatheringplacewithpraiseto Y ourHolyName. O
God, restore those daysamongus through Your miraculousrevitalizingwork inour church. I believeitisurgent
that Youactnowtorestoreusto Your purpose. Weare desperate for You; change us for the sake of Your eternal
and glorious PRAISE! Let Your praise fill our hearts and our gathering place once again.
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DAY SIX

CONTINUE IN MY WORD

Perhapsthe mostimportantdimensionofrevitalization isthe restoration of God’s peopletoaprofound confidence
inGod’sWord. Jesus’ promisessurrounding HisWordare numerous. InJohn8:31-32 He promisesthat faithfully
givingheedtoHisWordonacontinuingbasisprovesweareHisfollowers. InJohn15:7 Hepromisesthatabidingin
HisWord andallowing thatWordtotransformatively abide inus opensthe doorway of prayer and allows ustobear
muchfruitforHisglory. InJohn 14:23He promisesthatthosewho keep His Word will be loved by HisHeavenly
Father and will eventually make theirhome with God. InJohn8:51 He promises those who keep Hisword will
never see death!

Thebeginning ofanew week isan ideal time to recognize and confess any lack of confidence we have been
demonstrating, real or otherwise, in God’s Word. HisWord istimelessand unfailing; itis fully dependableand
trustworthy. Throughout the revitalization process you will need to daily profess your confidence in, and
dependence upon, His Word. “Do not lean on your own understanding, [but] in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He
will make your paths straight ” (Proverbs 3:5b-6). “YourWord isalamptomyfeetand alighttomy path ” (Psalm
119:105).

PRAY ...

Father, I confessthat I have notalways delighted in, nor trusted in Your Word. Iturnfrom my faltering faithand
ask Your forgiveness for my lack of confidence in Your Word; forgive my failure to believe that Y our Word is settled
inheaven forever. Today |amasking Youto restore my full confidence in YourWordandthat Youwill use Your
Wordtoguideme,andourchurch family, throughevery phase oftherestorationand revitalization process for Your
eternal glory and praise. |ask this in the Name that is above every other name, Amen.
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DAY SEVEN

There were plenty of accusations. “They want our property so they can sell it to fund their own ministries,”
suggestedoneopponenttotherevitalization partnershipbeing offered by asisterchurch. Anotherusedscaretactics
among the few remaining homebound members by overstating the value of the church’s property and how a
partneringchurchwouldusethisvaluetotheirownadvantage. Still anotheraccusation came fromthe chairman of
the fewremainingdeacons, “Those offering us assistance only wantto make aname forthemselvesand they care
nothingaboutus.” These, and many other misguided, yet painful, accusations may very well be apart of your
church’s efforts toward revitalization. Despite their opposition, stay the course because part of the process of
revitalization is the cleansing of hearts and motives among those who resist the process.

Sometimes there are church leaders Gl LN :i’*

who have lost their faith perspective « i
and have forgotten whose churchiitis I N o
after all — if it is a church, then it 3
belongs to Jesus. And he has the right
to change whatever He wants to
change in the restoration process.

INSIDE OUT

Jesus challenged the Pharisees on more than one occasion to be careful about putting on areligious frontwhen, in
fact, theirheartswereyetuncleaninmotiveorattitude. “NowyouPhariseescleantheoutsideofthe cupandofthe
platter; butinside ofyou, youarefull of robberyand wickedness ” (Luke 11:39). “Woetoyou,scribesand Pharisees,
hypocrites! Foryouare like white-washed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, butinside are full of dead men 'shones
andalluncleanness ” (Matthew 23:27). Notonly mustwe make sure our attitudes and actions are pure before the
Lord in this revitalization effort, but we must also pray for our brothers and sisters who are demonstrating
something less than pure motives and attitudes in their reaction to God’s work of revitalization.

PRAY...

Jesus, thankyouforgiving our churchtheopportunity forrestorationand revitalization. I knowthe processwilnot
beeasy, butwith Youallthingsare possible,andwearetrusting in Y ourever-presenthelp throughout the process.
Please cleanse my heart, and the heartsofall our churchmembers ofanyevil, conspiring, or uncooperative spiritin
therevitalizationprocess sothat Youalonecangaingloryand Your church be reclaimed for Yourgreat purpose. |
pray in Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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DAY EIGHT

Read John 17:13-21

Use whatever resources you have at your disposal (commentaries, Bible software, Bible dictionaries, etc.) to examine John
17:17, and particularly the word “sanctify” as it appears in that verse. Write what you discover here:

SANCTIFY

Inyouresearchontheword “sanctify”youshouldhavecomeacross information thatsays “sanctify” meansto“set
apartforspecialuse.” Theword comesfromthe Greekword fromwhichwegettheword for “holy”or “holiness.” It
isanaction initiated and carried outby God Himself inthe lives of His people. And inthe case of Jesus’ prayer
requestinJohn 17:17, itisawork God performs through His Word in the hearts and minds of His people. Weare
setapartunto God, out of thisworld, and beyond the reason and logic that drives humanity, through thework God
doesinusaswe give ourselvestoHisWord. He “sanctifies” usinthe truth, whichis His Word. Notool inyour
revitalization process will be more valuable than God’s Word. Keep it close. Read, study, meditate on, and
memorize itdaily.

PRAY...

Father,inkeepingwith Jesus’ own prayeronbehalfofHisdisciples presentwith Him, as well as forall those who
would believe in Jesus because of the testimony of those first disciples, I plead with You for Your sanctifying work in
myownheartandlifeas | give myselfdaily to YourWord. Let YourWord dwell richly within me, and withinour
churchfamily, thatwewillbesanctifiedin Yourtruth, withallwisdomteachingandadmonishingoneanotherwith
psalmsandhymnsandspiritual songs, singingwith thankfulness inour hearts for all that Y ouare doingamongus.
I ask this in JesusName. Amen.
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DAY NINE

Jesus ishoth the essence of lifeand the Giver of life. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing
came into being that has come into being. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men ” (John 1:1-4).

ThislifethatJesusgivesisnotjustfireinsuranceagainstan eternity in hell, butitisthevery substance of lifeinthe
present. Heknowsbetterthananyoneelseexactly whatyourchurchneedsinordertobealife-giving forceinyour
community.

FROM WORD TO LIFE
Read John 5:24. Fill in the blanks below:

“...hewhohears Myword, and Himwho sent Me, has life..”

“...[he] doesnotcome into judgment, buthas passed out of deathinto L

Whenwebelieve God’s Word we avoid judgment, pass outof death’s claws, and receive LIFE!! Thisistrue for
eternityandfortoday! Youandyourchurch,asyoubelieve God’sWord,Hispromisesandassurances, willbeginto
experience NEW LIFE in Christ!

PRAY...

LordJesus, helpmetoclingto YourWordasthe very substance of life for metoday and throughout eternity. Thank
youforgiving us Your Word; Iwantto thirst for it like the Psalmist, asthe deer pants for the water brook, so let me
soul thirstfor Youand YourWord. Use Your Word inme to build my faith and to help re-shape our churchintoan
effective instrument for the Gospel in our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth, 1askin Jesus’
Name. Amen.
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DAY TEN

Read Luke 6:46-49
Which person in Luke 6:46-49 are you most like right now, today?
The person building a house on a rock-solid foundation because you do whatever Jesus says.

The person building a house with no foundation because you are ignoring Jesus’ instructions.

RETURNING TO THE WORD

Revitalizationisaboutagroup of Christ-followerssurrenderingalltheirown pre-conceived ideasaboutwhattheir
churchshouldlook like and howitshould behave, and returning to the Author of their faith, uponwhomthe church
is founded.

Westarted thissectionofprayersby renewingourconfidencein God’sWord. Notjust forthe sakeofour church’s
revitalization, butultimately for God’sown glory and forour personal and corporate good. Let’s close out this
section by asking God to transform our minds according to His Word so that we might prove what s that good,
acceptable, and perfect will of God concerning our church.

PRAY ...

Lord, Ilove YourWord; I praise Youforprovidingsuchawonderful road map forlifeandliving. Youaremyhiding
place and my shield; fromnow on I wait for Your Word. I place my own thoughtsand ideas insubmissionto Your

Word. Sustainmeaccordingto YourWord, that I may livethe life You designed forme,and inso doing beapart of
arenewed church family setuponthe very same purpose. Uphold meby YourWord; strengthen my resolvetoseek
YourWordbeforethe counsel of others,and then compel all of ustogetherto obey whatever Yousay. Weloveyou

and Your Word. Inyour Son’s Name, Amen.
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DAY ELEVEN

“Every churchneedingrevitalization canassumeatsomepointintheupsand downsoftheirexistencethatthey lost
sightofthe Biblical modeland structure ofauthority and mustbegin torecoveritifany other patters of dysfunction
canbeaddressed to ensure ahealthy direction for the future. Authority matters. Whoisin charge inyour church?
Jesusisthe bridegroom of His bride. He isin charge. He is the one towhom the church must submitifitis tohave
life and experience the unity thatonly He can bring, for it came at the costof Hisown life (Eph. 2:11-15).”

--Brian Croft, “Biblical Church Revitalization”

WHO’S IN CHARGE?

When Peter correctly answered Jesus” probing question about His identity, Jesus not only affirmed Peter’s answer,
but went further to explain what it meant for Him to be “zhe Christ, the Son of the living God ” (Matthew 16:16). Jesus
wentontosaythat “...J/willbuildMy church; and the gates of Hadeswill notoverpower iz ” (Matthew 16:18)

AsBrian Croftwroteinhisbook quoted above, Jesusisincharge. “Heisthe onetowhomthe church mustsubmitif
itis to have life and experience the unity that only He can bring...”

Asafriendofmine oftensayswhen pressing someone foranhonestanswer, “Ifsomeoneheldaguntoyourhead
demandingtoknowwhowasinchargeofyourchurch,whatwouldyouanswer?” IfitisanyoneotherJesus Christ
then some serious repentance, prayer, and reorientation needs to happen.

PRAY...
Read Matthew 16:13-20

Jesus, lacknowledge and submitto Your authority, and Y our authority alone, over Your church. lamnotthe
authority inour church, norisany other persontheauthority. Please forgive me forany time that | have attempted
to exercise my own authority in Your church, asthough itbelonged to me and notto You. Please restore adeep
sense of humilityamongall the leadersin our church,and aglad desire tosubmitto Y our authority alone. I agree
with Peter, “Youarethe Christ, the Son of the living God!” and thereby Y ou have full authority to reignin Your
church. I'surrender and submit myselfto You, King of all kings, and Lord of all lords! Amen!
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DAY TWELVE

Read John 9:35-41

OnDay Fourwereadtheearlier partof John 9inwhichwelearnaboutJesus healing the man bornblind. Intoday’s
passageJesusishavingaconversationwithsomereligiousleadersabouttheblindmanandhishealing, notwilling
themselvesto believe that Jesus had sufficient powerto dosuch amiracle. Because of their stubbornheartsand
unwillingness to believe, Jesus referred to the religious leaders as “blind” themselves.

Listherethe two greatestbarriersyou canidentify thatwill needtobe overcomein order for your churchtoberevitalized:

1
2)

BELIEVE

ThePhariseesinJohn9were insistentthat Jesus could nothave the power to heal blind eyes. Only God could do
suchamiracle. So, they questionedthe formerlyblind mantwice; they questioned hisparents. Yetthey couldnot
disprove that Jesus had done something unexplainable to them.

Don’tyouwantJesustodosomething unexplainableinyour church? Don’tyoulongtosee Him restore Gospel
fervency and evangelistic effectiveness in your church family? Jesus is the One who can doit! Not acommittee; not
theremainingmembersofyourcongregation. OnlyJesus. Doyoubelieve? DoyouthinkHecansolve,demolish,
and overwhelm the barriers you listed above? Do you believe?

PRAY ...

LordJesus, we have evaluated oursituation many times, evenprayedover it; honestly our prayershave oftenbeen
withouttrue faiththat You could actually doanythingaboutour plight. Buttoday, I renounce my own “blindness;”
Iturnaway frommy “blindness;” lembrace Y our mighty power. Youcandoanything! Ibelieve! Youcanwalkon
water; bringwater fromarock; partariverandevenasea! Youcanraisethedead,and Youcanbreathelifeintodry
bones! Jesus, I cry outto You, with the restof my church family, pleading for Your miraculousinterventioninour
church. Youareable! I believe You canovercome every barrier thatstands against us, and | surrender my own
defeatist perspectivetoyourconqueringgrace! Jesus,comeanddowhatonly Youcandoinourchurch. InJesus’
Name. Amen!
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DAY THIRTEEN

Luke 6:1-11 contains twospecificinstances wherein Jesus did somethingwhich did not fit the traditional
understanding or interpretation of one of the Ten Commandments— “Remember the Sabbath day, tokeepitholy”
(Exodus 20:8).

Read carefullythrough Luke 6:1-11andwrite here howthe Pharisees had misinterpreted and misapplied Exodus 20:8 intheir
approach to Scripture:

TRADITIONS THAT GO BEYOND SCRIPTURE

If Jesusweretovisityourchurchthisweek, whatare some ofthe thingsyour church “traditionally” does thatare not
mandated by Scripture, but might be currently “treasured” as unchangeable as though they were mandated by
Scripture? (Inotherwords,some people mightbe upsetifyoudon’tdothese thingsanymore; orsome people might

betenaciouslyinsistentthatthesethingsneverchange.) List just four things here:
1) 2)
3) 4)

Canyou recognize thatthings we often cling to, that do not come directly from Scripture are often some of the
thingsthatneedto changeinyourchurchifyouaregoingtoexperiencerevitalization? Ifnot, ask Jesustoopenyour
eyes to this reality, and then pray this prayer...

PRAY ...

Heavenly Father, I believethetestimony of Your Word—thatindeed You created theheavensand the earthand that
Yourcreativeworkwas performedthrough Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. | believe and affirmthatthrough
Christallthings were created, both in the heavens and on earth, both visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominionsor rulersor authorities; thatall things have been created through Jesus and for Jesus. He knows best
aboutall the rulesthatshould be associated with His creation and His church, which He bought with His own shed
blood. Therefore, Father, today I surrenderallthe preconceived ideaswhichmeand my churchhaveaddedto Your
designorto YourspecificationsinScripture by way of our “sacred traditions.” Isubmitmyselfonceagaintothe full
authority of Christand His Word. In Jesus” Name | pray, Amen.
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DAY FOURTEEN

Read Mark 1:21-28. In what two notable ways was Jesus’ authority realized by the people?

W AuthorityinHis . (v22)
W Authority over spirits. (v27)

After Hisdeath, burial,and resurrection, Jesusdeclared Hisauthority over everything! Matthew 28:18-20 records Hiswords
tothiseffect. Whatistheextentof HisauthoritytowhichHerefersinMatthew28:18? authorityhasbeen
given to Me in heaven and on earth.”

ALL AUTHORITY

Throughout His life, and particularly during His ministry, Jesus demonstrated His authority, until, through His
death, burial, and resurrection, He unquestionably held ALL authority!

Authority over creation (John 1:3; Col. 1:17).

Authority over all tangible and intangible resources (Phil 4:19).

Authority over disease and physical handicap (Mark 6:53-56; 7:31-37; 8:22-25; 10:46-52).
Authority over the spirits (Mark 5:1-13).

Authority overreligion (Mark 11:15-18).

Authority over man’s plans (Matthew 16:21-23).

Authority over sin, the grave, and death (1 Corinthians 15:50-58; Revelation 1:17-18).

PRAY ...

Jesus, Youhavedemonstrated that Y ou standalonein creationand humanhistory asthe Onewith ALL authority. |
bow intotal submissionto Your authority. Youareour Sovereign God, Lord, Creator of heavenand earth, and
victorious Savior vanquishingsin, thegrave, and death! I praise Y ouandworship Youaboveall otherthings, for
Youaloneareworthytoreceiveglory,honorand praise. Please exercise Yourgreat, majestic authority overour
church and bring revitalization to our fellowship, our effectiveness, our missional life, and our ministries, all for the
glory of Your Name! Amen!!
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DAY FIFTEEN

“Whoisthisman?”isaquestion that occurred on several different occasions during Jesus’ ministry. Some of Simon
the Pharisee’s friends asked this question when Jesus forgave the sins of the womanwho anointed his feetwith
expensiveperfume (Luke7:49). HerodthetetrarchaskedthisquestionuponhearingaboutJesus” ministry (Luke
9:9). HisowndisciplesaskedthisquestionafterseeingJesuscalmastormwith justHiswords (Matthew8:27). On
each occasion Jesus had done something unimaginable; He solved an impossible situation; He prevailed where no
ordinary human could possibly prevail.

WHO IS THIS MAN?
Read Luke 2:15-20 and 2:41-51

TheBiblesaysthateven treasuredtheevents, people,andsurpriseoccurrencessurrounding
Jesus’ birthand later His conversationswith learned teachersinthe Temple. Inasimilarwaytothose whoasked,
“Who is this man? ” Mary pondered everything about this miraculous Son promised by an angel, and given to her by
God!

HeisGod incarnate! (John 1:1-5). God inthe flesh; Risen Savior; ever interceding at the right hand of God the
FatheronbehalfofHischildren. ThatmeansHisexaltationis forthe glory of God andthe good of His people. Yes,
andeventhosewhoareapartofachurchinneedofrevitalization! Heisyour God! Powerfulineverywaytorestore
and renew all things for His glory!

PRAY ...

Jesus, please forgive my doubts about our church everbeing restored to Your purpose. Itissohard formetosee
howyou canbring revitalization, butlamconvinced again today, by Your Word, that Y ou are Almighty God,
Creator ofheavenandearth; the Onewhowalksamongthestarsand callseach oneby name. The God of salvation
andmercy. Nothingistoohard for'You!! Pleaserestore my faithin Yourstrength, wisdom, and power. And grant
me faith to believe that nothing isimpossible for You! 1ask thisinthe Name above all other names. Amen!
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DAY SIXTEEN

The spectacular views of the Grand Canyon
remind us not only of God’s greatness and His
sovereign rule over His creation, but also the
deep chasms that can occur in a church family
that often precipitate the need for the
revitalization your church family now seeks.

CONFLICT, DISAGREEMENT, RESOLVE

BillHenard, inhisbook Can These BonesL ive?,saysthat““Oneoftheprimary reasonsthatachurchturnsinward
comes from presentor past conflicts within the congregation,” and that “problems and conflicts occurinall
churchesofallsizes,”andthat“unforgiveness representsthe foremostinternal conflictmostoftenignoredinthe
church” (Chapter 8). Unforgiving hearts are usually one of the primary causes of spiritual decline both personally
and within the church. That’s why there are so many exhortations in the Bible like these:

B |etallbitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away fromyou, along with all malice. Be
kindto oneanother, tender-hearted, forgiving eachother, justas God in Christalso has forgiven you ” (Ephesians
5:31-32).

B “So,asthose who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put ona heart of compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever hasacomplaintagainst
anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you ” (Colossians 3:12-13).

PRAY ...

Father God, Ithank you thatin Christ Y ou have forgiven me all my sinsand reckoned me asrighteous through the
atonement of Christ. I have gladly received Your forgiveness; make me equally glad to extend the same forgiveness to
those who offend, disappoint, or hurt me. Transform my tendency to hold grudges into Christlike mercy toward
others. Dissolveallmy innerbitterness and unforgivenessintheshedblood of Jesus, and restoretome aclean heart
outof which I gladly forgive others. lask this in Your Son’s Name, Amen.
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DAY SEVENTEEN

RECONCILIATION

Ihadnotbeentheirpastorvery long. Inan effortto become acquainted with the older members of the congregation,
I invited one long-time member to be my visitation partner for a few months. The first time we went visiting
together he surprised me at the end of the afternoon. Pulling into the church parking lot he reached into his shirt
pockettoreveal anote cardwiththe names oftenmenwritten oniit. “Pastor,” he began, “these ten menhave deeply
offended meand I wantthem broughtbefore the church toanswer forwhatthey have done.” Aswetalked, I learned
that he had been carrying this list of names around for more than three years, but had never attempted
reconciliationwithanyoneofthem. Biblical reconciliationwas missing fromhisdemand; hewasonly interestedin
revenge.

Perhaps you need to be reconciled to abrother or sister in Christ. Perhaps others in your church family are at
distant odds over some issue or another. Regardless what the offense, without forgiveness and reconciliation, your
church will continue to struggle and revitalization attempts will be stymied.

PRAY...

LordJesus, weareabroken people,andamonguswehavebroken relationshipsthat, apart from Yourgrace, will
continuetohamperthefellowshipandtheeffectivenessofourchurch. Pleaseshow Yourselfstrongbysurfacing
every previousoffensethatisstrangling us, and compel us, by Your Holy Spirit, tospeak the truthinlove to one

anotherandtooffertooneanotherthesame forgivenesswhich Youhavesogenerouslygiventous. Please break
down every stronghold of bitterness and unforgiveness in our fellowship, and replace it with the fruit of Your Holy
Spirit. I humbly ask in Your Name. Amen.
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DAY EIGHTEEN

“God’sWordand Spiritaresopowerful thatthey cannotonly buildahealthy church, buteven takeadying, broken,
discouraged congregation and give it renewed life, causing it to flourish far beyond what its founders ever
imagined.” These are words written by Pastor Brian Croft in his article “Five Unexpected Lessons in Church
Revitalization,” and recorded ina9Marks Journal entitled, Revitalize: Why We Must Reclaim Dying Churches - and
How.

GOD’S WORD

Read John 15:1-11

Identify three things Jesus talks about inthis passage that need to be either developed or initiated, or advanced among your
church family. List them here as three specific prayer requests: “Father, shape us into a church that..

Include these three prayer requests in your prayer below...

PRAY...

Jesus, thank you forteaching usin John 15 about faithfully abiding in You and Y our Word, bearing fruit, being
pruned, stayingconnectedto Youasourlifesource, prayer,obedienceto Y ourcommandments, love,andjoy. Our
churchfamilyisdesperate for Youtodoanewworkamongusintheseareas (includeyourprayerrequestshere). ..

In Jesus’ Name I pray, Amen.
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DAY NINETEEN

Read Matthew 6:1-15

Thispassage of Scripturelinks prayer inabeliever’s lifewith atleast three critical heart elements. These heart
elements,whenlaidbareby theworkoftheHoly Spirit, reveal whetherornotabelieverisrightlyalignedwith God’s
heart:

W Theatrics= “beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them ” (6:1,5)
W Verbosity = “when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition” (6:7)
W Forgiveness = “forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors ” (6:12,14-15)

AUTHENTICITY

Thereisnoplacein Christ’s church for hypocrisy. Jesuswarned His followersnotto make their faithactivitiesa
performance to impress others (Matthew 6:1,5,16). Neither should believers judge others because there is yet plenty
intheirown livestobejudged (Matthew 7:1-5). Instead Jesusboth livedand taughtauthenticity inourrelationship
with Him and with one another. Are either of these statements true about you or about any one in your church
family?

»  “This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me, but in vain do they worship Me, teaching as
doctrines the precepts of men ” (Matthew 15:8-9).

»  “Foroutoftheheartcomeevilthoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, falsewitness, slanders. Theseare
the things which defile the man... ” (Matthew 15:19-20a)

When we fail to be authentic with Jesus, we will undoubtedly be playing a masquerade with our fellow believers.
Let’s repent of our lack of authenticity and come clean with Jesus about our hypocrisy today.

PRAY...

Father God, | want to come clean about my hypocrisy. It is creating chaos in my walk with You and in my
relationshipswithmybrothersandsistersin Christ. Please forgive me fornotlivinganauthentic Christianlife,and
by Yourgraceempower meto live soberly and uprightly inmywalk with Y ouand inmy relationshipswith fellow
believers. Idesiretowalkinthe Lightas YouYourselfarethe Light,sothatl canhave Biblical fellowshipwithother
believersandso I canwalkinauthenticity with You. Behonoredtoday inall myrelationships, as | castoffhypocrisy
and embrace the life of Christ. I ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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DAY TWENTY

What does it mean to “seek His Kingdom?” (be as concise as possible)

A KINGDOM AGENDA
In the context of Luke 12 and Matthew 6, Jesus teaches that a Kingdom agenda means. ..

B Asoul is more important than riches (Luke 12:16-21).
W Faith is more important than food, clothing, or life span (Luke 12:22-30).
B Eternity is more important than possessions (Luke 12:33-34).

Doyour personal prioritieslineupwiththosethatJJesus prescribes? Inwhatways doesyour life currently reflectthisagenda?

Doyour church spriorities lineupwiththose that Jesus prescribes? Inwhatwaysdoesyour churchcurrently reflectthis
agenda?

PRAY...

Jesus, at leastpartof the reason our churchneeds Your revitalizing grace and restoration isbecause overtime we
havedriftedaway from Y our Kingdomagenda. We have adopted ourownagendaandwe have lostsightof what
Youvalue. Please forgiveus; please forgive me. Wedonotwantto pursue ourownagendaany longer. Welongto
pursue You, evenasthedeer pants forthewaterbrook, O Lord, oursoulslongforYouaboveall else. Pleasefill our
heartswithrenewedvigortopassionately pursue Youand Your Kingdomagenda forour church. Setus freefrom
the bondage of selfishandself-centered pursuits to hunger and thirst after righteousnessalone. In'Your Name |
pray, Amen.
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DAY TWENTY-ONE

JesustaughtquiteabitaboutKingdom leadershipthroughbothHisinstructionsto Hisdisciples, aswellasthrough
Hisrebukestothescribesand Pharisees. Combined, wegetaclear picture of Jesus’ expectations for Kingdom
leaders and the strategic importance of their influence upon those they lead.

Read Mark 9:33-37

Whatisthe primary characteristic a follower of Jesus should display if they expect to be exalted, or known asagreat personin
Christ’s Kingdom?

SERVING IN HUMILITY

Thosewholeadinanylocal churchshouldfirsttake onthesameclothingas ChristinHisincarnation. “Donothing
from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not
merely look outfor your own personal interests, butalso for the interests of others. Have this attitude inyourselves which was
alsoin ChristJesus, who, although he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but
emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance asa
man, Hehumbled Himselfbybecoming obedienttothe pointofdeath, evendeathonacross ” (Philippians 2:3-8). Itisnot
stretching thingstosuggestthat thisshould be the first mark of anyonewho leads inyour church family. Doothers
identify you as a humble servant of others? Ask God to make you more like His Son in thisarea.

PRAY...

Holy Spirit, I plead with You to override my humanity and fill me with Your fruit—love and joy and peace and
patience and kindness and goodness and gentleness and faithfulness and self-control — so that in all my
conversations, and inall my relationships, and in all my patterns of behavior, I will be a humble and delightful
servantofblessingtoall the peoplearound me. Withinthe context of our church family compel eachofusby Your
gracetobe devoted to one another in brotherly love in the same pattern by which Jesus demonstrated His love
toward us; and cause us to outdo oneanother in showing honor to each other day after day. Use ourhumbleserving
torestoreour fellowshipandourwitness, andtorevitalize our church for Yourglorious praise. lask thisinJesus’
Name. Amen.
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DAY TWENTY-TWO

Apartfrom Christ,serving othershumbly,doesnotcomenaturally. Itisthesupernaturalwork of Godinabeliever’s
life. In yesterday’s Scripture focus Jesus reprimanded His disciples for their unabashed, competitive clamoring for
greatnessamongthemselves. Today’s Scripturerevealsanevenharsher rebuke fromChristaboutthescribesand
Pharisees, the appointed leaders of the Jewish religion.

Read Matthew 23:1-12

FOLLOW WHO?

“Thescribesandthe Phariseeshave seated themselvesinthe chair of Moses; thereforeall thatthey tell you, doand observe,
but do not do according to their deeds, for they say things and do not do them ” (Matthew 23:2-3).

Thosewhoareworthy ofbeing followed, lead othersby theirownexample of humility. Theydonotstrive fortheir
ownhonor,buttohonorothers. Thosewhopracticesuchalifestylehaveearnedyourconfidence; followtheirleadas
theyfollow Christintheprocessofchurchrevitalization. Paultoldthe Corinthianchurch, “Followmyexampleas|
follow the example of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1, NIV).

PRAY...

Heavenly Father, our church family often has differing opinions about how to address all of the areas in our
fellowship that need Your renewing touch. Please unify usaround the cross of Jesus, and by Y our sovereign grace, to
followthosewhom Youhaveappointedtolead usthroughthischallengingjourney. Helpustowalkinlove, justas
Christalsoloved usandgave Himselfup for us. Donotallowasingle word of criticismor filthiness orsilly talk or
coarse jesting escape from our mouths, butonly the giving of thanks and words of appreciation for those who are
guiding us to follow You. In the mighty name of Jesus, | ask, Amen.
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DAY TWENTY-THREE

Read Matthew 20:20-28

Jesusdescribestwokinds of leadersinthispassage. Inyour ownwords belowwrite out the defining characteristics eachkind
of leader demonstrates:

Rulers ofthe Gentiles Followers of Jesus

Which do you intend to be?

WISE LEADERS

Alvin Reid writes these words in his 2013 book, Revitalize Your Church through Gospel Recovery, “The wise leaders
knowtheywill neverbeabletoleadintheirownpowerandwisdom. They need boththe powerand wisdom of God
andthe helpofothers” (p. 65). Faithful followers of Jesus know that the key to their ability to lead othersindoing
God’sworkisdailyabidingin Christand HisWord, and living in obedienceto the teachings of God’s Word, fully
dependent on God’s life-giving Spirit.

PRAY ...

Lord Jesuswe need leaderswho do nottry to use humaningenuity and clevernesstobring Y our strength back into
ourchurchfamily. Weneedleaderswho depend on Youand the counsel of YourWord. Pleaseinstructour leaders
daily with YourWord; inspire and motivate them by Your Spiritto obedience and faithfulness. Andaswewho
followthemtravelintheirfootsteps, grantthemhumilityandgrantusgrace. Restore ourchurchtoaBiblical model
ofservantleadershipwhere Christisexaltedineverydecision,andwhere Yourpeopledelightto followthosewho
follow You. In Jesus” Name, Amen.
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DAY TWENTY-FOUR

“Those who believe God is able to bring about remarkable things lead revitalized churches. But make no mistake:
God’s level of blessing typically rises to the level of our expectation. Look at pastors in history who led revitalizing
churches, from McCheyneto Spurgeon, from Baxterto Criswell. These menallhad acompelling visiontodo
something forwhichonly Godcouldbegivencredit... Sometimeswearesoafraidofbeingpresumptuousinour
faithweendup believing God for little to nothing. What is happening in your lifeand ministry justnowthat can
only be explained by the fact that Jesus rose from the dead?”

--Alvin Reid, in REVITALIZE Your Church Through Gospel Recovery (pp. 42, 44-45)

FAITH
Read Matthew 17:14-21

Jesus’ frustration in this passage is notaboutthe “size” of the disciples’ faith, but the kind of faith they lacked —
believing, vibrant, living faith! Jesus said, “You unbelieving and perverted generation..” (17:17), and, “if you have faith the
size of amustard seed... ” (17:20), you will be able to see miracles occur! Again, itis not your size of faith that matters
asyouseek God’srevitalizing, restoring powerinyour church. Itisamatterofheart-felt, vibrant, living faithinthe
God of the impossible, even as small as a mustard seed!

PRAY...

Father, Ibelieve Youaloneare God; thereisnoother! Youare the author of oursalvationand Y ou arethe means by
whichrevitalizationwill happeninmy lifeand inourchurch. Ijointhe cry ofthe convulsing boy’s fatherwhenhe
criedout, “Idobelieve; helpmy unbelief” (Mark 9:24). Strengthen my faith every single day to keeptrusting Youalone
todothemiraculousinourchurch! I believe You are more than able todo more than I can even ask orimagine, so
please do itas you build my faith every day. InYour Son’s Name | pray, Amen.
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DAY TWENTY-FIVE

A mountain is a beautiful reminder of
the power of God! Not only is He the
maker of those mountains, but He is
able to move them as He desires.
Whatever we face as an impossibility is
NEVER too big for Him!

RESOURCES

Jesus feeding five thousand men, pluswomen and children, with five loaves of bread and two fish, isamiracle
recorded by all four Gospel writers (Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:32-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:5-13). Additionally,
bothMatthewand Markrecord Jesus’ secondmiraculous feeding, thistimefor justfour thousand men, pluswomen
andchildren. Two incredible miracleswith insufficient resources for hard-headed discipleswho had difficulty
believing God can do anything with nothing.

Godisstill looking for peoplewhowill infectthose around themwith confidence in Himand notinwhat they might
hold intheirhand. God hasresourcesavailable that we don’teven knowabout. Quitlooking atyour own skills,
your bank account or material resources, and look to God who can give us more leftovers than we had initial
resources, if we will trust Him!

PRAY ...

Jesus, lamoftenhindered by what I seeinstead ofhelped by what Ibelieveabout Y ouin my heart. Pleaseforgive my
failuretotrust Youtoprovideall the necessary resources forour revitalizationasachurch. Ibelieve Youwantto
transformour church into apowerful Gospel influence inour area,and lam choosing today tobegin totrust You as
neverbefore, toprovideall thatwewill need forthiswork. Show Y ourselfmighty onbehalfofourchurch! Wetrust
Your providing grace! In Your name | pray, Amen.
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DAY TWENTY-SIX

Stephen T.Umand Justin Buzzard, intheir book Why Cities Matter to God, the Culture, and the Church, remindus
aboutthe staggering importance of revitalizing all churches, but particularly those in the ever-expanding urban
areasofourcountryandworld. Theywrite, “The futureof ourworldwillbe profoundly influenced by whathappens
inthecity. Theworld isin the throes of a sweeping population shift from the countryside to the city. The global
urbanpopulationisgrowing by 65millionannually, equivalenttoaddingsevennew Chicagosayear. ... [yet] inthe
second half of the twentieth century in America, many churches left [or died in] the city.”

Theplacewhereyourchurchis located is partof God’s unique and masterful planto impact theworld with the
Good News of Jesus Christ. Itisof HIGH STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE that your church continue to impact your
neighborhood, region, andworld!!

FOLLOWERS OF JESUS
Read Matthew 10:1-23

Whoisincharge ofthe disciples?

List at least five specific instructions He gives His followers:

@
@
®
*
®)

Whoisincharge of the revitalization effortwithinyour churchfamily?

Areyouwillingtodowhatever He asks?

PRAY...

Jesus, lamso grateful thatitisnot my responsibility torevitalize our church; thank Youthat Y ou are more than able
tohandlethisresponsibility. 1also know Youwill appointothersto lead various partsof the revitalizingwork. Give
meandour churchfamily grace tofollow their lead withoutgrumbling or complaining; grantus eager heartstoobey
Jesusand followthose Heappointsto lead us, no matterhow greatly we are challenged by thetask. I lookto Youand
Your provision of gracious patience and humility throughout the process. In'Your Name, | ask this. Amen.
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DAY TWENTY-SEVEN

I like what Bobby Jamieson says in his short article entitled, “The Bible’s Burden for Church Revitalization.” Using
thechurchatCorinthashisexample, hedescribesthemasachurchwith“apotentmix offalseteaching, immorality,
division,infighting,andall-aroundworldliness. .. sowhenfacedwiththeseissuesin Corinth,whatdid Pauldo?He
didn’tsay, ‘Those people are hopeless. They’re a mixture of false believers and proud, stubborn religious people. You
don’twantthose peopleinyour churchanyway,” —and then commission Timothy togo and plantanew churchin
Corinth. Instead, he pleaded with them. He came to see them again and again. He rebuked them and instructed
them and bore with them. In short, he worked to reform the church of God which was at Corinth.”

Thatdearfriend,iswhatGodisdoingatyourchurch. Heisrenewing, reformingwhere necessary, restoring,and
revitalizing your church to match up with His plan, purpose, and priorities!

PRIORITIES OF FAITHFULNESS
Read Matthew 3:4-12

John the Baptizer rebuked religious leaders who were coming to him for baptism but who were not bearing “fruit in
keeping with repentance ” (3:8). In other words, perhaps Jesus’ chiefexpectation, inthis passage is TRUE FAITH.
Beforewecandemonstrate faithfulness, we musthave faithin Christalone. Thisistrue forindividualsaswellas
churches. Ifall Godwantsis churchmembers, then justas God can raise up sons of Abraham from stones, sotoo
can He raise up church members from stones. What He really wants though, is people of faith!

PRAY...

Heavenly Father, lay bare every heart in our church family and reveal any false professions of faith. Guide each of our
churchmemberstoexaminetheirheart,andby Yourgrace confirmourfaith in Christalone, and forthosewhohave
nevertrulybelieved, bringthemintotal surrendertoJesus. Deliverusfromreligiosity and false professionsandset
us all free through faith in Your Son alone. In His Name, Amen.
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DAY TWENTY-SEVEN

Read Luke 9:49-50

Ifwe had tomake alistofthings Jesus highlighted as important for His Body, the church, unity would have to be
nearthetop ofthe list. Intoday’s passage, John expressed concern to Jesus that the disciples had recently met
someonewhowascasting outdemonsinJesus’ name, and they tried tostop him from doing thatbecause he wasnot
partofthedisciples’ group. Jesus’ responsewasclear, “Don thinder him; hewhoisnotagainstyouisforyou!”

UNITY IN THE BODY

TheBibleisfull ofexpectation forthe peopleof God tobeunified throughtheirfaith. Wearen’tunifiedbecausewe
arealike; weareall very different from one another. Each of usis uniquely shaped and fashioned by God inour
mothers” wombs. But Jesus unites us; our faith in Him is the strength of our unity.

Paul said we have “oneLord, onefaith, one baptism, one God and Father of a/l ” (Ephesians 4:5-6), and that we are one
bodyborn of one Spirit, with one hope in Jesus Christ! Inshort, we are already united in Christ, soweshould live
that way every day in our speech, conduct, attitudes, and behavior. Infact, Paul said we should be “diligentto preserve
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace ” (Ephesians 4:3).

PRAY...

Father, thank you for uniting all of us who have put our faith in Jesus with one another asindividual parts of the
collectiveBody of Christ. Itisanamazingthing! However, lamoftenguilty ofactingasthough lamnotconnected
tomy brothersandsistersatall. Sometimes I criticize, gossip about, and generally act unkind toward some of my
faithfamily. Today, Lord, Irepentandask foryourcleansing forgivenessandgracetowash meclean. Pleasereturn
joy to our fellowship and revive our love for one another again according to Your Word so that despite our
differences,wecanbeunitedin ChristandinHisimportantworkofrevitalization. laskthisinJesus’ Name, Amen.
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DAY TWENTY-EIGHT

“You’dthinkif Jesuswasthe Sonof God, He wouldn’tneedtopray. Oratleasthe wouldn’tneed aspecific prayer
timebecause He’d beinsuchaconstantstate ofprayer. You’dexpectHimtohave adirectlineto HisHeavenly
Father, likebroadbandtoheaven. Attheleast, you’d think Jesus could doabetter job of tuning out the noise of the
world. But surprisingly, Jesus seemed to need time with God just as much as we do.”

--Paul E. Miller in A Praying Life, (p. 31)

THE PRIORITY OF PRAYER

Jesus needed regular, daily, direct communication with His Heavenly Father. Sodowe! He demonstrated and
taught this Kingdom priority throughout His ministry. Your church needs prayer like never before! Partofthe
reasonyouareintherevitalization processisbecausesomewherealongthejourney individualandcongregational
prayer becamealow priority and/or overlooked practice. I’'msuggesting that prayer became your “emergency
evacuationprocedure” instead of your “daily strength and sustenance.” Whatsteps canyou begin taking today in
order to re-establish the priority of prayer in your own life, in your church’s weekly schedule of activities, and in your
church’s gatherings?

Here’swhatmy best friend says, “Pray like everything depends on God (because itdoes), and thengettowork as
though everything depends on you.” The last partmost of us have mastered; you aren’tafraid of hard work. The
problemisthepraying; itisinfrequent, powerless,and unfocused. Ask God to helpyoumakeaplanforhowyouare
going to continue to pray faithfully after these 40 days are finished.

PRAY...

Dear God, I have neglected the moment-by-momentpractice of prayer fartoolonginmyownlife. Please forgive
me, and by Your grace move me towards You every day by causing My heart to long for fellowship and
communicationwith'Youallthroughtheday. Andsadly, Lord, ourchurchfamily haslostourdevotiontoprayer
and our prayers too often focus on the sick and dying, and not often enough on your Kingdom agenda in our
community. Pleaseforgiveusandstirourheartstoseek Y ouasthoughweare completely helplessapartfromYou
(which we are—John 15:5). I ask this humbly in Jesus Name. Amen.
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DAY TWENTY-NINE

Whatis the one significant word that is used in each of the following verses: (Look up and read each one)
John6:29 Mark5:36 Matthew 27:42 Luke1:20

The commonwordis

BELIEVE IN HIM

“Thisisthework of God, that you believe in HimwhomHe has sent ” (John 6:29). This, of course, isacall tobelieve that
Jesusisthe Christ, the Sonofthe living God, and having believed, toreceive eternal life. Itisacall, firsttosaving
faith. However, itissecondarily areminderthatevery momentand everysituation ofeverybeliever’slife calls for
thesame faith—nottobesavedall overagain—butto“have complete confidencein; trustand faithin; reliance upon
Jesus” for every moment and every situation!

Jesusfoundedyourchurch; Heplanteditinyourcommunity. Hesaved each ofyouwhohavebelievedinHim; HE
WILL NOT FAIL YOU TODAY! Believe in Him! Thisisacritical Kingdom priority forall those who long to see
Christ exalted and His Kingdom advanced. Believe.

PRAY ...

Lord Jesus, | ambeginning tounderstand that the greatestwork | caneverdoissimply tobelievein You! Infact, |
recognizethatthere are noworks formetodotogain salvation. Neither are there any works I cando as Your child
topleaseyoumorethantobelieveinYou! Helpmetodaytotrust Y ou. Focus my thoughtson Your mighty power,
notmy own limited abilities. Keep myeyes fixed on'You, Lord, when lam tempted to look atthe overwhelming
oddsagainstme. Move my feetforward in faithwhen lamfrozenin place by unanswered questionsand unknown
destinations. I'have believed in'You Jesus! Thank you forsaving me. Now give me grace to keep believing in Youin
every moment of my life and in every situation, especially this revitalization work You are doing now in our church.
In Your strong Name | pray, Amen.
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DAY THIRTY

Perhapsitis mostaccurate to say that ofall Jesus’ Kingdom priorities, the final standing order He gave toHis
followersistheonethatshould supersedeall other priorities. Unityamongbelieversvalidatesourwitness. Prayer
empowers our heartsand minds to engage the disciple-making taskamong the nations, prayer accomplishes the
miraculous. Believing faith keeps us moving forward despite difficulty, disappointment, and hardship. These all, as
well asall other Kingdom priorities, undergird the primary task of the church — discipling the nations!

THE IMPERATIVE

The one word in Matthew’s “Great Commission” verses that is the IMPERATIVE, (the command), is “Disciple... all
the nations.” This is our assignment! Jesus used three PARTICIPLES to describe the disciple-making process —
“going” (asyouaregoing), “baptizing” (those who professfaithin Christ), and “teaching” (obedience to Jesus).

PRAY ...

Jesus, Youhavemadeourassignmentquite clear. Forgiveme,andforgiveourchurch, forsooftenbeingallwrapped
up in lesser priorities that yield almost no fruit and do not contribute to the accomplishment of the Great
Commission. Weare choosing to turnaway from such foolishness and to embrace once againthe DISCIPLE-
MAKING MANDATE You gave us just before Your ascension to heaven. Please empower us with Your Holy Spirit to
be Yourwitnesses inour Jerusalem, and Judea, Samaria, and even to the ends of the earth. We long tosee Your
Kingdom comeas You reign over the hearts and lives of those who have placed their faith in You alone, have
followed Youinbeliever’s baptism and are seeking to obey everything Y ou have commanded. Make usintoa
disciple-making church, in Your Majestic Name | pray. Amen.
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DAY THIRTY-ONE

Read Mark 11:11-18

Biblescholar, pastor,andauthor Warren Wiersbe saysofthistext: “This ‘religious market’ wassetupinthe courtof
the Gentiles, theoneplacewheretheJewsshould havebeenbusy doingseriousmissionarywork. IfaGentilevisited
thetempleandsaw whatthe Jewsweredoinginthe nameofthetrue God, hewould neverwanttobelieve whatthey
taught. The Jews might not have permitted idols of wood and stone in their temple, but there were idols there just
the same. The courtofthe Gentiles should have been aplace for praying, butitwas instead a place for preyingand
paying.” (The Bible Exposition Commentary, Vol. 1, pp. 150-151).

PRAYING, PREYING, OR PAYING?

Whataboutyour church? Whatwould Jesus think of your gatherings if He visited your fellowship nextweek?
WouldHefindyoutobeapraying people... orapreyingpeople...or justapaying people. Whenaspiritof prayer
marksachurch familyitwelcomes peoplefromthe nations of theworld, fromthe poorestto the wealthiest; fromthe
youngesttothe oldest; red, black, yellow, brown, white—all racesand nationalities. When prayerisabsent, thereis
too muchsinand self ondisplay and the welcome banners are missing. Do the people of your community feel
welcomewhentheyvisityour churchfamily? Ifyoudon’tknow, ask them. Betteryet,breed prayerbackintoevery
aspectofyourgatherings, fromsmall groupsto large groups, and youwill find the nations being drawn toknow our
God.

PRAY ...

Jesus,would Youpleasebringanewspiritand aromaofprayer tothe gatherings ofour fellowship. Wedo notwant
topush Youaway fromof our gatherings in favor ofthose thingsthatsatisfy oursinful natures. Wewant Y outothe
centerofattentioneverytimeourchurchfamilyistogetherinanyway. Pleasedevelop usintoa“houseofprayerfor
all the nations.” Send forth Your Welcoming Spiritto all the people in our community and all those across our
region,sothatthey feel welcomeinourfellowshipaswepray, worship,andpraise Y our Almighty and Wonderful
Name. Wedon’twantasingle person, visitingamong us, to be turned away from Y ou because of our attitudes or
behavior. In Jesus Name, Amen.
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DAY THIRTY-TWO

Church leaders of declining
churches everywhere are looking
for that magic bullet, a new
program that can be employed, a
pre-packaged activity that they
can plug and play...

But a church desiring church
revitalization must begin
developing disciples one-on-one
and challenging those who are
discipled to commit to discipling
others. (Tom Cheyney in Thirty-
Eight Church Revitalization Models
for the Twenty-First Century
Church, p. 26)

WITNESSES
Read Acts 1:1-11

Theword “witnesses” in Acts 1:8is fromthe Greek word martus, the root fromwhich we getour Englishword
martyr. Weusually associateamartyrwithsomeonewhohashadtheirlifetakenby enemiesofthe Gospel because
oftheirfaithful witnesstoJesus. Thecenturiesare littered with the deaths of believerswhohave beendrowned,
burned at the stake, beheaded, crucified, shot, stabbed, run over, starved, fed to various animals, or any other
number of cruel death sentences.

Paul describes well the kind of witnesses Jesus intended His First Century and Twenty-First Century disciples to be:
“Fortome, toliveis Christandtodieisgain " (Philippians 1:21). Whether we live or die isup tothe Lord. Whatisup
tousis, “Will I beafaithful witnesstoday forJesus?” Itisanirreplaceable Kingdom priority foryouand foreach
member of yourchurch.

PRAY...
LordJesus, make meafaithful witnessof Yourgrace ineveryandanysituation. Openmy mouthtodeclare boldly
the truth of the Gospel, and give me the words that need to be spoken in every conversation. Ignite our church

family with Your Holy Spirit to be Y our witnesses everywhere we go and in every we relationship we have. InJesus
Name, Amen.
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DAY THIRTY-THREE

Peter needed God’s revitalizing power in his life. Once he had declared boastfully, “Eventhoughall may fall away
because of You, Iwill never fall away ” (Matthew 26:33). Yetwhenthings gotcrazy, Peter denied he even knew Jesus:
“Thenhebegantocurseandswear, ‘/donotknowtheman!’Andimmediatelyarooster crowed ” (Matthew 26:74).

Whentheresurrected Jesustook awalk onthe beach with Peter, Hewas asking Peter the same question Heisasking
eachofyoutoday, “Simon, sonof John, doyoulove Me morethanthese? ” (John21:15). Doyoulove Jesus more thanyou
loveanything oranyoneelse inyour life? Thisiscritical for the revitalization and well-being of your church.

LOVING JESUS
Loving Jesus is described in several different ways in the Bible. Here are a few examples...

» “OGod, Youaremy God; Ishall seek You earnestly; my soul thirsts for You, my flesh yearns for You,inadry and
weary land where there is no water” (Psalm 63:1).

“Ifyou love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15).

»  “Gracebe withall those who love our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible love ” (Ephesians 6:24).

v

»  “andthoughyou have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you
greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory ” (1 Peter 1:8).
»  “Ifsomeonesays, 7love God, 'and hateshisbrother, heisaliar; for the onewho does not love his brother whomhe

has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen ” (1 John 4:20).

PRAY...

OGod,ourFather,givemeandevery memberofourchurchfamilyanall-consumingloveforYour SonJesus! You
havefaithfullydemonstrated Y ourgreatlovetowardusinthatwhilewewerestillsinners Christdied forus. Fillour
hearts with deep devoted love for His saving grace, His presence with us through His Spirit, and His faithful
intercessioninheavenrightnow onourbehalf. Make usradiantloversof Your Son, lask in Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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DAY THIRTY-FOUR

Inhisbook Biblical Church Revitalization, Pastor Brian Crofttellsthestoryofhisownexperienceleadingachurch
throughtherevitalization process. Inhisconclusion, hesays: “Churchrevitalizationisagood and noblework. Itis
fraughtwith challenges, dangers, trials, and difficulties, and only menwhoare called and gifted for the task will be
abletoremainsteadfastinthem.However, for those who leanintothis callingand puttheirhandsto the plow, there
are unique joys and rewards that come with this important gospel work.”

PLOWING WITH JESUS

Onethingllearnedwhilefarming for Mr. Barteeback inthe 1980’ swasthat plowingandplantingdemandsstraight
rows. Inordertodothis, he taught me to pick aspot at the other end of the field, point the tractor in that direction,
andwithyoureyefixedonitdon’tgetdistracted. Thesame istrue for the pastor, or church member, setting outon
the journey of churchrrevitalization—fix your eyesonJesusand don’tlook back! Itmay bealongway tothe other
endofthefield. Suchajourney demands persevering faith, determination, and patience. Don’tlose heart. Keep
your eyes onJesus!

PRAY...

Jesus, lamso grateful that Y ou endured the cross, despising the shame, and now You have sat down at the right
handofthethroneof God, Y ourworkofredemption finished! Thankyouforfinishing!! Please infuse meandour
churchfamilywithgrace, faith, hope, love,and joy inourownjourney. Guide usthrougheveryobstacle, setback,
difficulty, and challenge; make us overcomers; finishers! Perfect Your finishing ways in each of us so we will see the
victory You have in store for us as aresult of this revitalization journey. In'Your Name. Amen.
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DAY THIRTY-FIVE

Read Luke 9:1-6

Luke describes Jesus sending out His twelve apostles to preach the Kingdom of God and perform healings in this passage. His
instructionstotheapostlescarryawarningthatnoteveryonewill receivethemortheirmessage. Whataretheapostles
instructed to do when they encounter this kind of response?

They should

SHAKE OFF THE DUST

Shaking the dust off one’s feet was a Jewish tradition symbolizing the proper disposal of heathen dust collected on
someone’s feet or clothing from traveling through Gentile regions. The symbolic act described by Jesus indicated
thatthe apostles should regard thosewhowould notreceive the Gospel asuncleanand asentirely responsible for
their uncleanness.

Acts 18:6 describesatime when Paul didthisin Corinth: “Burwhenthey resisted and blasphemed, he shook outhis
garmentsandsaidtothem, ‘Yourbloodbeonyourownheads! lamclean, Fromnowonlwillgotothe Gentiles.””

Pauldidn’tquit, giveupandtake hismarblesand gohome. He simply leftthe synagogue in Corinth, buthe stayed
inthe city anadditional “year and sixmonths, teaching the Word of God among them ” (Acts 18:11). He patiently
persevered in the work God had assigned to him. And so must you.

PRAY...

GraciousLord, Creator of heaven and earth, Perfector, Sustainer, Friend, please grantto meand to our church
familysuchadeep,abiding confidence inwhat Youaredoingamongusthatwewill notlose heart. I believethatin
duetimewewillreapifwedonotgrowweary. Undergird uswith Yourdivinestrength; use YourWordeachday to
keep us strongagainstthetide of our flesh pushing us toward the beach of indifference. Cause usto perseverein
faith, believingthat Y oudesiretoseeour churchrenewedand restored forthe glory of Christ! InHisName. Amen.
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DAY THIRTY-SIX

OVERCOMING

Jesus describes Himself in the passage above as an overcomer. He challenges the members of the church in Laodicea
tobeovercomersthemselves. Howwilltheydothat? Obviously by the powerofthe Holy Spiritand the conviction
intheirown heartsto return fully to Christin acts of zealous (glad, eager, quickly responsive) repentance.

BillHenard, inpartnership with the North American Mission Board, has writtenatremendously helpful book for
churches and pastorswho are committed to the revitalization journey. Inhisbook Can These BonesLive? Bill
writes: “...donotevergiveuponthechurchoronachurch... EvenJesus,though Hestrongly chided the churchin
Laodicea, offered [a] very important invitation... if any church has ever existed that was in need of revitalization, the
churchin Laodiceawasit,and yetJesusdinotgiveuponthem.” Norshould you, my friend, giveuponyour church.
InHis sovereignty, God will bring restoration to those whose hearts are fully His (see 2 Chronicles 16:9).

PRAY...

LordJesus, Yourgraceisamazing! Ipraise YouforYourgoodness, Yoursteadfastlove,and Yourlovingkindness
whichendures fromgeneration togeneration! Thank You for notgiving up onthe church at Laodicea, and thank
Youfornotgivinguponourchurcheither. We cannotaccomplish revitalization without Y ou, sowe rejoice that
Youarewithusinthisjourney,andthat Youwillguide usthrough every decisionandsituation. Please make Y our
presenceknowntousineverystepofourrevitalization,and providewisdomand counsel fromYourWordand Y our
Spirit. I humbly ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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DAY THIRTY-SEVEN

Read John 16:1-15

Who is Jesus encouraging the disciples to trust once He is gone from their physical presence?

Will Hisdisciples face challenges in their Gospel work?

The Holy Spirit is our Comforter and Friend because He:

Convicts people of sin, righteousness, and judgment (16:8).

Guides God’s people in the truth (16:13).

Discloses wisdom for decision-making regarding the future (16:13).
Glorifies Jesus (16:14).

LEANING ON JESUS

Pastor Jeremie Rinne, previously serving in Massachusetts and now pastoring the Evangelical Church in Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates, describes leaningonJesus, or trusting the ministry ofthe Holy Spirit, likethisinhis9Marks
articleentitled“BeaTortoise, NotaHare:”“The [patientrevitalizing church] strives for renewal through asteady
rhythm of weekly expository preaching, letting the Word do its transformative work. [They] commit significant time
to prayer, calling on God to revitalize. [They] go slowly enough to know and listen to church members,
understanding thatyou cannottruly reformwhatyoudonotlove. [They]haveanoverarching confidencein God’s
sovereigntytobringaboutneeded change, sothatsetbacksroll offlike rainoffashell. .. thenwhen people askhow
weturnedourchurcharound, wewon’tbe flexingourmuscles. Instead wewill beabletosaywithallsincerity, ‘The
Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.””

PRAY ...

Jesus, lamrealizingmoreand morethat Youarethemainplayer intherevitalizingeffortour churchsodesperately
needs. Wearemerely Yourservants,andwe likeitthatway. Keepempoweringustofaithfully love Youwithallour
heart, soul, mind, and strength while we pursue knowing You and obeying You. Please provide Your clear direction
inourjourney of revitalization. Weare inthis forthe long haul, Jesus; willing towait for Youto putall the pieces
together for Your glory. Make Your Name greatwe pleadingly request, in Your Great Name! Amen!
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DAY THIRTY-EIGHT

WaybackonDay Threeweexaminedthedisciples’ fearinduced by asurgingstormallaround them—apictureof
drastically changing circumstances. Today weare thinking about fear caused by adifferentscenario—fierce
oppositiontorighteousness. Itisacommonoccurrence forthose walkingwiththe Lord, toendure push-back or
resistance from others. Sometimes this resistance is harsh and generates fearfulness.

Ifyouarebeingmaligned,orridiculed foryourembraceoftherevitalizationeffortinyour church, rememberwhat
JesussaidinMatthew 10:28, “Donotfearthosewhokillthebodybutare unabletokillthesoul; butratherfear Himwhois
able to destroy both soul and body in zell. ”

ENDURANCE

John Folmar, pastor of Dubai Evangelical Church, in the United Arab Emirates, suggests taking “the long view when
itcomesto churchreform. Ithelpsto haveatentotwenty yeartime horizon. With along-term perspective, we can
more patiently prioritize the areas of church life that need to change. We can more contentedly operate inan
imperfect ministry environment even as we ask people to forbear with our personal weaknesses as well.”

--“What Makes a Church Reform Possible?” in 9Marks Journal, Nov-Dec 2011,
Revitalize: Why We Must Reclaim Dying Churches

PRAY ...

Father, therevitalizationjourneyweare takingisnotwithoutitsdifficulties. lamconfidentthat Y ouknowabout
them better than I do. However, | am often discouraged and tempted to give up because of the resistance |
sometimes feel from others. Help meby Your Spirittodisregard the temptation to fear man and instead to trust
You. Helpmetowalkingracewiththosewhodonotyetfavortherevitalizationeffort. Useourresolvetoinspire
othersto surrender to Your plan for our church’s future. lask this in Jesus” Name. Amen.

46




DAY THIRTY-NINE

Read Revelation 5:1-14

Theultimategoal forevery churchrevitalizationeffortissothatwe mightall contributetotheultimate reality Jesus
revealed to the Apostle Johnin The Revelation. In eternity future, there will be people from every

, , ,and
gathered for the specific purpose of worshiping Jesus forever! (see Revelation 5:9 and 7:9).

Thishasbeen God’s objective since beforethe creation of the earth—thatall peoples, nations, tongues, and tribes
wouldlove, honor,adore,andworshipHim. Therevitalization of yourchurchisforthisexpresspurposeaboveall
else.

WORSHIP AND MISSIONS

Perhapsthemostfamousquote inthisgeneration regarding the relationship betweenworship and missionscomes
from John Piper’s classic book, Let the Nations Be Glad, in which he said, “Missions exist because worship doesn’t.”

Itshouldbeourstrong, compelling desire thatall churchesbe faithful contributorsto thisultimate agenda—people
fromeverytribe, tongue, people, and nation worshipping Jesus. Untilthatday arrives, we presson toward the goal
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus, doing missions for the sake of future worship.

PRAY...

Jesus, we long forour churchto beafaithful partnerand contributor to the work of seeing Y our Kingdom come so
thatineternity everytribeandtongue, peopleand nationwill be represented! Pleaserevitalize ourchurchand make
usanactive, fruitful partof Youreternal agenda. Renewus; restore Yourgloryinusandamongus; revitalizeevery
aspectofourchurchtomakeus Christ-centered, Biblically-grounded,and Gospel-driven. laskthisforYourglory
alone! Amen.
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DAY FORTY

We began this 40-day journey talking about Mark’s words of urgency at the beginning of His Gospel account, “The
beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God ... make ready the way of the Lord, make His pathsstraight. ”
(Mark1:1,3). WeturntoJesus, make His pathsstraight, and obey His commandsbecause time is short forusto get
the message to those who have not yet believed the Gospel message. Y our willingness to pursue God’s revitalization
foryour churchis not really for you; it’s for those you are strategically placed to reach for Christ!

STILL MUCH TO DO

“The need for revitalization has never been greater in North America! An estimated 340,000 Protestant churches in
Americahaveanaverageattendance oflessthanonehundred. Research datatellsusthatinthe United States more
than 80% of the churches have plateaued or are declining. Each and every week we are currently seeing somewhere
between fifty and seventy-five local churches closing their doors and not opening them again.”

--Tom Cheyney in Thirty-Eight Church Revitalization Models for the Twenty-First Century.

Whiletheactive, church-going, Christian population, by most measures, seemsto be declining, and the U.S.
populationisdefinitelyincreasing, thechurchofthe Lord Jesus Christstillhasmuchtodoin Kingdomadvanceand
Gospel proclamation. Isyourchurchgoingtobeafull-fledged participantinthisexcitingassignment? Asafriend
often says, “We put our ‘yes’ on the table, and let the Lord tell us the ‘what.””

PRAY
Dear Jesus,

Iwill neverever getoverthe factthat Youtook my place on the crossand paid for my sinsin full with 'Yourown
preciousblood! Thankyou! Irenew my surrenderto Youtoday,thismoment! IamYourstobe usedin whatever
way Youdesireinordertobringaboutacompleterevitalizationinourchurch family. Pleasestirinusthe
passionate zeal of the young David when he overheard Goliath’s taunting challenges to the armies of Israel;
transform us through broken-hearted prayer and fasting like that of Nehemiah and Hannah; shape us into bold,
fearless messengers oftruth like Esther, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; and give usaheart for the
untouched, unreached, unsavedworldlikethe Apostle Paul. Jesus, if Youdon’tcomethroughwearefinished; but
today Ibelievethatwith Youallthingsarepossible! So, please, work Yourmiraculouswork of revitalizationinme
and in my church, l ask in Your Everlasting Name, and for Your Eternal glory...

Amen.
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